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Harrigan Wins Appeal -
officer Back at Work

By SUSANNA SHOHAM

Seleétmen Jearned Monday night that police of_ficer
John 1. Harrigan, who was fired last July for “intentional
ff-duty alcohol consumption while

misconduct involving o _ tion wh
driving,” has been reinstated to restricted administrative
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duty by the court, according to Duxbury Town Counsel

Robert Troy.

) ‘I:own Manager Rocco Longo fired Harri
disciplinary hearing held on June 26, 1995, rggﬂ:’dﬁl;ra:
off:duty alcohol-related incident in May 1995 durin
l\,vel:ch Harrigan was pulled over by Hanson police officer§

bOause he was allegedly driving erratically, questioned
about alcohol use and then driven to his home after
showing the Hanson officers his police-identification

according to the 42-page d«ision submitted by '
slgned“B by the board of selectmen last J ully. b L?ngo and
- “Because of the potential danger to the public arnd the

repercussions to the Town, Lam deciding that an'officer

who repeats intentional misconduct i i
t 1SC( mvolving
::gl:;lr ggl:;m;l)puzn, while driving, cannolzgrgg;?: tz
¢ Dux . "o
P er of the ury Police Department,” said Longo
In addition to the alcohol-related inci
¥ inciden i
ctlr_eatment by the Hanson police officers of Har:l:g:ge\cvlaasl
| Hlscuissed in Longo’s decision. “I find that Officer
.darr gan prpduced his. Duxbury police officer
;-l ::;ig‘ca}t,ic;q in oDrder to seek special treatment from the
: ) volice Department because he was a poli
&fg?t:n Long: ww?:;d Lhatf Hml-rigan was not “faithpf?lllmt:
dards_ expe of police officers”
offered his police identification and “was attget;;l:iie l:g
obfuscate hig conduct and win consideration and empflh ‘
a.:_ra .l'ellow ‘police officer. He was thus utilizing hiz
official position to secure an unwarranted - personal

. privilege...by doing so he .put into play the trust and -

responsibility assigned to him. b
d Lo - by the  Town of
3uqury..:0fﬁcer Harrigan’s conduct in this incide:t
. co?:tl:x il:;'ugt?fs a most severe penalty, However in the
t Officer Harrigan's disciplinary record, it
gﬁu that this incident repeats conduct which ha’slalsr:;cri‘s
}r; cepsurehc;gy punishment.” d
. -amgan had been disciplined twice bef; inci
}nvolvmg alcohol while on and off-duty. ?-Ir: \?;slz:;g:&f
131.9 gp:;:lizgs usnder m:e:lntt:luence while off-duty in March
uspen or 14 days. Also, Harri
suspended for 18 months for on-duty intoxicat; o whils
: d ty intoxicatio: i
:de;ngl;;llspatcher at the Duxbury police depam:;?'il:
g'd 3. After both of these incidents Harrigan was
urxH to seek alcohol counseling and treatment,
Commission, which reingiated W o Ko ocrice
sion, im to his positi
because the court found litte evidence to upl?t.‘))!ilmlg:

!
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firing, according to Troy. He said this was because the 2
Hanson officers recanted their earlier testimony in which

they had stated that they smelled alcohol on Harrigan and .
that they believed he was intoxicated. The officers also
gave conflicting evidence about their knowledge of
Harrigan being a police officer as they were aware of his
carlier suspensions and at the time of the incident did not

* know if Harrigan was still on the force.

S 1 f the recanting, the administrative law
magistrate has adopted & decision to reinstate officer
Harrigan,” Troy said. “Harrigan is on restricted
administrative duty. He’s not driving a vehicle.”

Troy added that the decision of the Civil Service
Commission was issued despite 6 police officers
testifying against Harrigan. -

The town will fight the reinstatement, saic.Troy. “We
have filed a motion to reconisider with the Civil Service

“As 2 result o

_ Commission. We intend:to continue and pgrsevere. I

think the results show that every officer who is not able
to meet the standards of the department is replaced with

new blood that reinvigorates the department.”
Troy also said the town will take its case against

Harrigan to the Superior Court if the Civil Service
Commission does not reconsider the appeal.

Longo was in favor of Troy’s actions. I support town
counsel’s recommendation,” he said.



